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THE XVTH CONVOCATION CEREMONY
The fifteenth convocation 
ceremony of the 36th batch 
of graduates of the GIC 
programme and the 44th batch 
of diplomates of the DLTC 
programme will be held on 
the 25th of February 2019 at 
the Bandaranaike Memorial 
International Conference Hall 
from 2.00 pm onwards. The 

occasion would be graced by Emeritus Professor Deshabandu 
Tuley De silva, Chancellor, Wayamba University of Sri Lanka.

HIGH LEVEL DISCUSSION ON CHEMISTRY OF COMMONWEALTH 
The Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC), UK organized the above discussion held on 11th and 12th of June 2018 at Burlington House, London, 
headquarters of the RSC. 
Forty five representatives from different commonwealth countries representing their national organizations / societies of chemistry 
including UK participated in the discussion.  Dr. Sisira Weliwegamage, Senior Lecturer of College of Chemical Sciences, participated in 
this discussion representing Sri Lanka and the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon. 
At the discussion, it was mentioned that Commonwealth represents 
a large number of countries in the world who are at different levels of 
development. The level of activities in Chemistry in each country was 
briefed by country representatives. 
In order to enhance the chemistry in the Commonwealth, the following 
suggestions were brought and agreed by all.
• Formation of a network of Chemical Societies as an umbrella 

organization to include all Commonwealth chemical societies as 
“Commonwealth Federation of Chemical Societies”.

• Common Chemistry Conference
• Promote the relevance of chemistry to the society and influence policy 

makers 
• Development of research infrastructure
• Nurturing the next generation of talent
Royal Society of Chemistry will take action on implementing and informing the Chemical Societies of the above goals.

Dr Sisira Weliwegamage with 
Prof John Holman, President, Royal Society of Chemistry

PROFESSOR SOTHEESWARAN RECEIVES 
A LIFETIME RESEARCH AWARD FROM 

THE ASIAN SYMPOSIUM OF MEDICINAL 
PLANTS AND SPICES (ASOMPS)

Profess or  Subr amaniam 
Sotheeswaran, a renowned 
Professor of the College of 
Chemical Sciences, Institute 
of Chemistry Ceylon and a 
former Dean and visiting Senior 
Professor of the College received 
a lifetime research award for his 
research work on medicinal plants 
and natural products during his 

attachments at the University of Ceylon, Peradeniya (1971-1985), at 
the University of the South Pacific (1986-2009) and from 2008-2015 
when he was functioning as a visiting Senior Professor at the Institute 
of Chemistry Ceylon. The award was presented to Prof. Sotheeswaran 
at the Asian Symposium on Medicinal Plants, Spices and Other Natural 
Products (ASOMPS XVI) held in Colombo from 12th to 14th December 
2018.
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IMPORTANCE OF INTEGRATING LEARNER CENTERED LEARNING (LCL) INTO 
TERTIARY EDUCATION SYSTEMS

Professor Hema M K K Pathirana
Dean,  College of Chemical Sciences

 In most of the tertiary education 
systems in Sri Lanka, knowledge is imparted 
mainly through the traditional means 
of lectures conducted by a lecturer to a 
large batch of students sitting in a lecture 
room. The lecturer acts as the information 
giver and the student receives information 
passively. In passive learning, the student 

takes down notes without integrating it in the brain. Emphasis is 
given on accumulation of knowledge, often outside the context in 
which it will be used. Today’s society seeks graduates having 21st 
century skills (communication, problem solving, gathering and 
evaluating information, team work, etc.) and most of the graduates 
produced by teacher centered learning are unable to fulfill such 
requirements.
 Imparting knowledge through lectures originated at a time 
when there were not many sources available for students to gather 
knowledge. Due to the availability of modern technology, students 
now have access to information from various domains. This fact, 
coupled with the requirement for the development of 21st century 
skills have propelled many countries to shift from passive learning 
systems to a learner centered learning system where students are 
actively engaged in the learning process and the lecturer acts 
as a facilitator. Students gather information and integrate it in 
understanding the content. In this process, they acquire the 21st 
century skills mentioned. Widely used active learning methods 
are small group discussions, peer teaching, cooperative learning, 

critical thinking activities, etc. Thus, learner centered learning 
methods do not focus only on subject matter. It improves skills in 
communication, problem solving, teamwork, etc. It also improves 
the trust among the group members, encourages one to respect 
opinions of others and improves skills in conflict management. 
Sometimes positive interactions do not work within a group. To 
overcome this problem it is necessary to introduce social skill 
development programs in parallel with the cooperative learning 
program. Also, careful planning of groups and monitoring should 
be done by the lecturer. Thus, learner centered learning methods 
will produce graduates fulfilling requirements of today’s society
 Although there are many advantages of introducing learner 
centered learning into tertiary education systems in Sri Lanka, 
it does not mean that imparting knowledge through traditional 
lectures should be abolished. Delivery of well-planned lectures 
in an attractive manner is essential to transfer a large amount of 
knowledge within a short period of time. LCL can be introduced as 
one of the components in the lecture series. Sri Lanka Qualification 
Frame work – 2015 published by the UGC has also highlighted 
the importance of LCL. Certain tertiary education institutes in Sri 
Lanka are currently practicing LCL methods successfully.
 It is necessary to provide adequate training on LCL methods 
to lecturers and provide the required physical facilities by higher 
education institutes for LCL activities. Integration of LCL into 
tertiary education systems can give expected outcomes only with 
proper planning and designing.

GUEST EDITORIAL

OBITUARY.... 
Past President Dr. 
S u p p i a h  S e n t h e 
Shannmuganathan 
passed away on 20th of 
August 2018 in Toronto, 
Canada. The funeral 
was held on 22nd of 
August in Canada.

Past President Dr. Jonas Fernando passed 
away on 30th of October 2018. The funeral was 
held on 1st of November 2018 at St. Peter and 
Paul Church Cemetery, Lunawa.

The results of the Australian National Chemistry Quiz were released and label pins were 
awarded to 65 students who have performed well in the examination. Five students, 
Ms. Umar Jiffry from Royal Institute International School, Ms. Aneesha Jude Jokimson 
from Chundikuli Balika Vidyalaya, Jaffna, Mr. Keshin Karunarathne from Gateway 
College, Katunayaka, Mr. Ravindu Sanwara from Ananda College, Colombo 10 and 
Mr. Darshikan Sivadasan from Jaffna Hindu College, Jaffna answered all 30 questions 
correctly and were awarded scholarships to follow the Graduateship programme in 
Chemistry at CCS. The award ceremony will be held on 25th of January 2019 at the 
Adamantane House and the occasion will be graced by the Managing Director of 
Union Chemicals Lanka PLC, Mr. Gamini Gunasekara as the Chief Guest.

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CHEMISTRY QUIZ  (ANCQ)
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SEMINARS

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 
MODERN ANALYTICAL METHODS FOR 

INDUSTRIES
The seminar series on ‘Principles and Practice of Modern 
Analytical Methods for Industries’ were held on 7th and 14th of 
September 2018 under the topics on ‘Chromatographic Techniques’ 
and ‘Spectroscopic Techniques’, respectively. The keynote speech 
of the ‘Chromatographic Techniques’ seminar was delivered on 
the topic of ‘Spectroscopic Identification Techniques’ by Prof. K R 
Ranjith Mahanama, Former Head of Department of Chemistry, 
University of Colombo who was also the Chief Guest of the event. 
Dr. Kamal Parakrama Herath, Director- Chief Executive Officer, 
Industrial Gases (PVT) Ltd., delivered the keynote speech on the 
topic ‘Spectroscopic Identification Techniques’ in the ‘Spectroscopic 
Seminar’. The seminar was coordinated by Dr. Chinathaka 
Rathnaweera.

GREEN CHEMISTRY AND ITS 
RELEVANCE TO SOCIETY

The above seminar was held on the 26th of October 2018, at the 
Adamantane House. The resource persons focused on different 
aspects of Green Chemistry which can be used in the industries 
and laboratories. The seminar was coordinated by Dr. Lakshmi 
Arambewela and Mr. J M Ranasinghe Banda.

CONTRIBUTION OF CHEMISTS FOR 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Institute of Chemistry together with the Organization of Professional 
Associations of Sri Lanka (OPASL) organized a seminar on the 
topic of ‘Contribution of Chemists for National Development’ on 
7th of November 2018 at the OPA Auditorium. Dr. S R Gunatilake 
delivered the keynote speech on the topic of ‘Opportunities and 
the Role of a Chemistry Graduate in the Co-operate sector and 
Academia’.

COLLOQUIUM SERIES 2018/2019
The Colloquium series was initiated with the motive of inspiring 
the young undergraduates at CCS to conduct innovative research 
projects. The guest lectures in this series are conducted by those 
who are new and updated in their respective fields of interest so that 
they can convey to the audience of the new advents in technology 
and techniques.
The first guest lecture in the Colloquium series was delivered by 
Dr. Nadeesh M Adasooriya, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Applied 
Science, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, on the topic of 
‘Nanocomposites in Agro-Food and Energy Sectors’ on 13th of 
November 2018 in the College Auditorium.

Dr. Dilushan R Jayasundara, Senior Lecturer, Department of 
Physics, University of Colombo delivered a talk on ‘My (Toy) 
Box of Research’ on 4th of December 2018 where Dr. Jayasundara 
shared his experiences with the crowd in an entertaining manner.

The third guest lecture on the series was held on 18th of December 
2018 by Dr. Rasu Loorthuraja on the topic of ‘Design and 
Devepolment of Chiral Catalysts for Highly Enantioselective 
Hydrogenation of Amides via Dynamic Kinetic Resolution 
under Low Pressure at Room Temperature’. Dr. Loorthuraja is 
a Post-Doctoral Associate at Korea Advanced Institute of Science 
and Technology.

Dr. Nadeesh M Adasooriya

Dr. Dilushan R Jayasundara

Dr. Rasu Loorthuraja

SEMINAR ON TOXICOLOGY
This seminar will be organized by the Institute of Chemistry 
Ceylon in May 2019. Toxicology is an important field of study in 
biology, medicine, computational chemistry, agriculture and food 
science. With the rapid increase in toxicity related issues, it has 
good relevance in the modern context.
Resource persons from academia as well as from the industry will 
contribute to this seminar. 
Details can be obtained from Dr. Sisira Wliwegamage (via Email: 
weliwegama@yahoo.com or mobile 0702236447)

The beginning is the most important part of the work
- Plato
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DONATIONS TO APEKSHA HOSPITAL 
MAHARAGAMA

Institute of Chemistry Ceylon together with the Students’ 
Association of CCS handed over essential medical equipment and 
medicine to the National Cancer Institute (Apeksha Hospital) in 
Maharagama on 28th of November 2018. Prof S P Deraniyagala, Dr. 
Kushan Weerasiri, Dr. U S K Weliwegamage and several members of 
the Students’ Association of CCS 2017/18 participated in this event.

RENOVATION OF THE FIFTH WARD OF 
THE LADY RIDGEWAY HOSPITAL

The Saukyadana Unit of CCS involved themselves in the meritorious 
deed of creating a more agreeable environment for the children 
admitted at the Lady Ridgeway Hospital by renovating its fifth ward. 
The ward was painted and refurbished on several permitted days 
from 11th to the 27th of December 2018. 

GAMEBLAST 2018
The Rotaract Club of CCS organized the annual gaming festival on 
the 30th of October 2018. The participants took delight in a variety 
of fun activities including carrom, omi, puzzle games, paint ball, 
pc games and the hot dog eating competition.

STUDENT’S ASSOCIATION
The 35th Annual General Meeting of the Student Association of the 
College of Chemical Sciences was held on Tuesday, 6th of November 
2018 at the College Auditorium. The following office bearers were 
elected for the year 2018/2019.
President   Mr. Thrishal Athurupane
Vice president  Mr. Yasiru Alwis 
   Mr. Sajith Panduwawala 
Secretary  Ms. Dulshani Kandambi
Assistant Secretary Ms. Janangi Liyanage
Junior Treasurer  Mr. Lakindu Hewawitharana
Junior Deputy Treasurer Ms. Ashanie Nayanethra
Junior President  Mr. Dineth Saumya
Junior Asst. Secretary Ms. Thanuri Premathilake
Junior Asst. Treasurer Mr. Manoj Basuka
 
Sports Council Committee Members 
Badminton   Mr. Indeera Weeraman
Cricket   Mr. Mohammed Imfaz 
Chess   Mr. Pasan Anushanga
Rugby   Mr. Haritha Madushan
Basketball  Mr. Sashen Ruhunuge
Football   Mr. Dushyan Asanka

PADURU PARTY
The annual ‘Paduru Party’ organized by the Saukyadana Unit of 
CCS was held on 9th of November 2018 at the College Auditorium. 
It was a fundraiser to the project to renovate the fifth ward of the 
Lady Ridgeway Hospital to make a better environment for the 
children. The event was enjoyed by the lecturers, academic staff, 
alumni and the students.

It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to 
entertain a thought without accepting it

- Aristotle
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NEW STAFF APPOINTMENTS AND 
RESIGNATIONS

New Appointments
The staff of CCS warmly welcome the following passing out Graduate 
Chemists who have been appointed as trainee Teaching Assistants 
with effect from 1st of December 2018. Mr. Afnan Azeem, Ms. 
Dasuni Rathnaweera, Ms. Hashini Perera, Mr. Jaliya Ranawera, Ms. 
Gayanethra Malwana, Mr. Pathum Dilshan, Mr. Muditha Herath, 
Ms. Sajani Nishadya, Ms. Samadhi Nawalage, Mr. Prasad Sanjeewa, 
Ms. Senuri Gayara, Ms. Suvenika Perera, Mr. Thimira Kavinda, Ms. 
Vishakha Jayasekara, Ms. Vishaka Pathirana, Ms. Radha Somarathne, 
Ms. Fathima Mubeena, Ms. Shenaly Perera.
We also welcome Ms. Lakshani Wathsala who was appointed as a 
Teaching Assistant in the Examination department.
The CCS staff congratulates Dr. Kushan Weersiri for being appointed 
as the Coordinator of the BSc Degree Program – on contract.

End of Term Service
The contract of service of the following Teaching Assistants ended 
on 31st of December 2018: Ms. Nikhila Paranamana, Ms. Daupadee 
Kulasekara, Ms. Shehani Kuruppu, Ms. Thisari Jayasinghe, Ms. 
Chathurya Sandeepani, Mr. Ashen Samaranayake, Mr. Mohammed 
Sadam, Ms. Madavi Kodithuwakku, Ms. Danisha Samarasinghe, 
Ms. Kinithi Wickramarathne and Ms. Lakmini Kosgahakubura. We 
thank them for the service rendered to CCS and wish them all the 
best for their future.

INDUSTRIAL VISIT 
Prof. Nimal Punyasiri organized an industrial visit to the Nature’s 
Secrets on 9th of October 2018.
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STAFF TRIP 
The annual staff trip to Seethawaka Miracle, Awissawella took place 
on the 10th of December 2018. 

CHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY AND 
INNOVATION CENTRE (CTIC)

The Chemical Technology and Innovation Centre was established 
to promote new innovations while interacting with the chemical 
industrial sector in Sri Lanka to provide support for their 
development. 
The main objectives of CTIC
• Building close links between ICHEMC, chemical industries, 

scientific and academic institutions
• Provide necessary support when such organizations face critical 

problems related to its processes, environment and safety issues
• Commercialization of useful research findings linking the 

researcher and entrepreneur
• Initiate research based on society needs
• Promote innovative research at every level

Board of Management 2019
Chairman  – Prof Oliver A Ileperuma
Director  – Dr. Poshitha Premaratne
Secretary  – Mr. Pathum Serasinghe (Project Assistant)
Members nominated by Academic Board CCS/Internal Academic 
Staff
Dr. Chandani Udawatte  Dr. Sisira Weliwegamage
Dr. Udaya Jayasundera
From senior Administrators
Mr. AM Jayasekara( Additional Registrar)
Mr. Chandana Perera (Senior Assistant Registrar, R& D)

ACHIEVEMENTS OF ALUMNI 
Ms. Udesha Bopitiya, Shireen 
Jayasooriya Gold medalist and the 
Best All rounder for the year 2017, has 
completed her Masters of Engineering 
studies at the University of Auckland, 
New Zealand with the same grand 
finesse she displayed at the College 
of Chemical Sciences. She has been 

awarded the first in class for Advance Material Characterization. 

BEST WISHES
Ms. Piyuni Ishtaweera, a graduate from 
our Institute, left for the University of 
Missouri, USA on a full scholarship, 
to follow her doctoral degree. She was 
a dedicated and enthusiastic teaching 
assistant who served our Institute 
for the past one year. We, at CCS, 
convey our best regards to Piyuni for a 
successful future ahead.
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If undelivered please return to:

College of Chemical Sciences
Institute of Chemistry Ceylon
341/22, Kotte Road,
Welikada, 
Rajagiriya

Telephone: 011 2861231, 2861653, 4015230                    Email: www.ichemc@sltnet.lk                          Web: www.ichemc.edu.lk

PRINTED MATTER

NAVARATHRI VIZHA
The Annual Navarathri Celebrations were held on 23rd of November 2018 at the College Auditorium. The event began with the religious 
Pooja and comprised of many cultural dancing and singing items performed by the students of CCS.

‘YULETIDE’18’ 
The College Christmas party is an event annually organized by the Level 2 students to bring out the harmony and the joy of the season. 
This year it was held on the 16th of December at Grand Solis & O’Zone, Nawala. The event comprised of carols and fun games with the 
participation of students and staff.
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